LETTER 


From a Gentleman of the Ie of Ely in Cambridgeſhire, 


T O 
Colonel Roderick Manlel, 
Containing an Account of the Firſt Diſcovery of the, 


Prxctended Preſbyterian Plot 


eAt the eAſſrzes at Wisbich i the Ile of Ely, 
upon the 2.3 Day of September 1679. 


Have. read your Narrative of the pretended Pres- 
byterian Plot : At thefirſt I was infinitely ſurprized 
at the Audacioufneſs of the Undertaking : Bur when 
I conſidered that Hell arid Rowe had combined toge- 
ther for the Extirpation not only of Proteſtantifa, 
but Morality, and that they would leave no Stone 
unturn'd to effe& theſe Execrable Deſigns , thovgh 

they waded through Treaſons and Murders to accompliſh them 3 and 

that they had found after the Diſſolution of Two Parliaments, Flagrante 

Conſpiratione, and the (everal Prorogations of a Third, that Engliſh-men 

| were reſolved to be Proteſtants, and that no ſiniſter means could pervert 

| thoſe honeſt Gentlemen EleGed into Patliament by the ſweat and labour 
| of the Induſtrious Freeholders, but that they would adhere to Truth, 
and the Proteſtant Religion, 1 in deſpight of all the Terrours of Popery; 


and its Adherents, then was it that theſe Conſpirators thought they _ 
A beſte 
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beſtir themſclves more than ordinary, or eiſe the Catholichk Cauſe, and 
t heir dearly beloved Diana, Arbitrary Government, muſt receive a total 
< efeat 3 a thing too hard for t!.em to digeſt, that had laid a Delign for 
many years by-paſt, and which they look'd upon the Jaſt yeat ro be 
bronght to perfection, and only diverted by a Falſe Brother to them, 
yet a True One to his Countrey ?/Aud therefore they did cait abour, 
how at one daſh they might retrive all, and throw the whole weight of 
this Plot upon the Presbyterians, as they call them 3 but really intend- 
ing by that Name all the Noblemer) and Gentlemen of Erg/ard that had 
eirhe- Conrage or Honeſty to/oOwn the Prote'tant Religion, and the 
Liberty of Engliſh-men, Theſe, amongſt athers ſurely, were the Mo- 
tives that prompted them to attempt this Horrid Villanyz a thing not 
to be paraltel d in Nerg's time, to'hang ſo great.a nuwber.of Gentlemen 
for a Plot by Subo:nation, who riever knew one Syllable of hat they 
were accuſed of : For my part, I thipk, *tis the Jeſuites Maſter-picce. 

But one thing, (SIR) I muſt tell you, and | cannot reſoly- whether. 
to attribute it more to the Knavery , or the, Folly of ſome Fopiſhly- 
affeted-Church-men : "Tis now. forhe months ſince the. Eccle{:aſtical 
Drums'o# my ' Neighbourhood, as well as of your City, have beat an 
Alarm of a Presbyterian Plot, and the Honelt Drinking Juſtice belie- 
ving iz Verbo Sacerdotis, did eafily (wallow the Bait 3 and if it bau not 
been for the:ſtubbornels of the honeſt Freeholder, who is now convin- 
ced, by ſad Experience that one Cheat endeavours to ſupport another, 
reuly wE ha been in fome Hanger Pf Keingyiſts | ; - 

- Well-Six; to ſhew you- how farthis: efigg hath influenced the Coun- 

try, as well as the City, I have ſent you the following Narrative of what 
happenedprith us,, which will ſhew*yqu, that we were He&ored with 
this Plat, abovea month befor&"it Was ſent to your Lodging. Our Bi- 
ſhop hath, the Pawer of holding Afſizes within" this iſle, 'abd of 2p- 
pointing a Judge, and Juſtices of the Peace, and a Bayhff of this Li- 
berty, who hath the power of Returning all Juries, and whaiſocver 
elſe the High Sheriff executeth in the County, which Place of Bayliff 
is now held by Mr, re, Son to our late Biſhop. And the Aſiizes 
being holden at Wisbich upon the 23d. of September paſt, there came 
thither from London one Mr. Perne, Miniſter of Crowland, a Living as 
theyſay of 4 or 500l.a year in Lixcolyſlire,and broughtNews that thePlot 
was now diſcovered to bea Presbyterian Plot,S: reported a great number 
ef the Pcroteltant Peers, and Gentlemen, that had eminently and undaun- 
tedly aflerted, our Religion and Liberties to be engagad therein, many 
whereot he named, and that with ſuch confidence, that it had entire 
credit with {ome ſtaggering Proteſtants, who did not a little inſult at 
the News,. aud among(t others, one. Mr. 8cotrel/; a Gentleman of the 
Grand Jury, was thereby. {otranſported, that upon Thurſday in the Af> 
t3zes, he witha glaſs of Wine in his hand, invited the Grand Jury to 
drink the Pepes Health, and being oppoſed therein, did ſay that the Pope 
was. a Worthy Perſon, whereupon.complaint being made to the Judge 
iv-the Court, Mr. Scotrel{ boldly owned the Charge, and juftified his of= 
tering ro Driak the Popes Health, and being reproved by the Fudge for 
{a offending, at a time when there was ſuch a damnable Popiſh Plot dif- 
cpyered aud.carried on 5/ he confidently replyed,» My Lord, is it a Po- 
pilh or a Puritan Plot 3 this uoparallel'd confidence: created, as I con- 
ccive 
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ceive, a ſuſpicion with the Judge, that there might be diſguiſedPapiſts 
on the Grand Jary, and thereupon'he put them to' take the Oaths of 
Allegiance and ſupremacy 1n the Conte. | Afterwartls, inthat Evening 
Mr, Scotrel{ being in company with ſeveral Gentlemen; did again fer on 
foot the Drinking the Poper Health, Upon thenext'dayhe was again: 
charged in the Court, far-:drinking the Popes Health, and for having 
drank it at another time totwo young: Men of the Town of Wirbjeb,but 
he continued to juſtifie himſelf, andſaid, my Lord, 1 know not but T 

may drink the Popes Health, as well as your Lordſhbips, whereupon the 

Judge enquired of the Juſtices of the Peace, of the Religion and Con- 

verſation of Mr, Scotrell, and one Mr. F, a Geatleman of about 150/. 

a year, accounted a Proteſtant, who is a Juſtice of the Peace 1a aur, Ifle, 

and lately fince the putring out of ſame Jaſtices in Nerfo/k,, made alle 
a Juſtice there, did interceed withthe Judge for him, and declared that 
there was not a known Papilt in the Iſle of Ely (but God, and believe Mr; 

Prazce know ſome. concealed ones) however the Judge bound. Mir, $co- 

zrell to the good Behaviour, and acquainted the Country, that he would 

repreſent the offence to the King and Council, C170"! 

It may alſo be worthy Qbſervation, that one-of our Juſtices, who is 
alſo an Officer in the Militia, did at the fame Afſizes inthe 'Courr affirm, 
that there is a Puritan Plot, and indeed thoſe :that defired a! belief 
thereof, did ſo outdoe in confidence though not number, that though 
ſome few ſaw through the Deſign, they were more that dreaded the 
difficulty of DeteCting the contrivance and Contrivers, and for my part, 
I trembleto think what Blood would have been ſhed, and what ruine 
brought upon our beſt Patriots, if others hadentertained this Plot as we 
did 3 aud that weare not overwhelmed by it, deſerves a perpetual Com- 
memoration, atleaſt equal to that of our Deliverance from Faux s cons 
ſpiracy, Now Sir with your leave, I will offer ſomething to the con- 
ſideration of true Engliſh Gentlemcn, and of the Sober —_ of our 
Engliſh Church; for ſuch I hope are left with you, though here too 
rarely (een. 

What inducement have many, and eſpecially of the Clergy. fo fre- 
quently to defame_.as they do the Kings Evidence, and with all their 
might, to diſſuade from a belief of the Popilh, and at the ſame time to 
endeavour, per f#s &* nefas, to prepare the People for a Belief of a Pres- 
byterian Plot. What dq your good Queen Fl:zabeth Proteſtants think 
of ſuch Men? I aſſure. you Sir, that-ro the great diſhonour of Prote- 
ſtaniſm, the pliin Countryman begins to call them by that harſh name of 
Papiſts, but they are numerous, therefore Heaven forbid there ſhould 
be ſuch Acceſſion to the Conſpirators : the moſt diſcerning, and moſt 
charitablein our Neighbourhood pitty their blindneſs,and hope that ſome 
that they think a&ting what may bring us under the yoke of Roman Ido- 
latry,will rather ſuffer Martyrdome,than take that Yoke upon themſelves 
and we. hope that thoſe of them that delire to live-and-dieProteftants; 
and to deliver over our Religion, and Liberties toa better Generation, 
will now awake ſeeing God hath ſo providentially brought co light this 
laſt Villany. 

[ read Sir, tomy amazement in your Narrative, that that valiant Pro- 
te{tant Prince, the Duke of Monmouth (the Glory of our Nation ) and 
the Earl of F{-x (whol hear is Son of the braveLord Copel, who died 


(4) 


a Martyr for our preſent Soveraign) and the Lord Gerard; who fought 
fo gallantly for King Charles the Martyr, amongſt many others were 
deſigned to be cut off, and that as Presbyterians 'too: I conclude 
they are not tame and low Spirited Men, and therefore long to know 
how they reſent it, for methinks they ſhould call for Reparation, ſo far 
as all the Popiſh Party are able to make itz but I amtedious, and 
therefore ſhall conclude aſloring you, that I am your AﬀeCionate Friend 
- and Servant, . 


Nov. 28, 1679, 
Multi ob Stultitiam non putabant, Multi ob Ignorautiam non videbant, 


Multi ob pravitatem non credebant, © non credendo Conjurationem adju- 
vabant. 


Some were-ſuch ſtupid Sots, they did not think, 
Some through afte&ed Ignorance did wink ; 
Some were ſuch Raſcals, they believ'd it not, 


And by their unbehiet helpt on the Plot. 


